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adhere for the present, at least, to that system of investi-
gation which has already been attended with such bene-
ficial results. That investigation has evolved facts which
through the ordinary records of Hellenic historians Would
have been perfectly unattainable; for it has been already
demonstrated, in the course of this work, that these writers
were totally incapacitated for obtaining any such infor-
mation. It is not necessary in this place to recapitulate
the numerous instances of misapprehension which have
been already found to obscure the plainest historical
truths. Such instances might easily be multiplied ten-
fold. That, however, which now presses upon the at-
tention of the inquirer after truth, is the necessity of
acquiring a series of facts, all of which must be in perfect
harmony with that state of society which has been already
demonstrated to have existed in Hellas at the period of
primseval antiquity; an antiquity, in fact, so venerable,
as to precede the formation of that language and that
state of society which is usually called Grecian.

Of the origin of the term Graikos, which we through
the medium of the Romans have at length received as the
term ** Greek/3 I purpose giving a brief notice; the more
especially as it is in intimate connexion with what is
generally considered a mythological portion of Hellenic
record.

For the present, however, it will be necessary to review
some of the most salient features in the primitive Hellenic
society; for, until this be done, the accounts already
received through the false medium presented by Hellenic
histories, will be apt not only to bias, but to lead us
astray.

Whatever facilities for locomotion may be presented
at the present day by improved mechanical facilities, it is
very clear that it would be impossible .in the existing
state of civilised society to set in motion, and to find